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Re: Proposed Wathagar Solar Farm Access via Keytah Property Entrance 

 

Dear Murray, 

 

Following your email dated 12th April 2022, we are providing additional information to address the points 

raised by Katrina Walker which were included in the email. 

 

A more detailed map of the proposed internal access route was requested and this is included in Figure 1 

below.  

 

 
Figure 1: Proposed internal access route from the Keytah property access to Wathagar  

 

 

Attn: Murray Amos 
Moree Plains Shire Council 
PO Box 420 
Moree NSW 2400 

http://www.smk.com.au/
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The access route traverses two properties:  

• 2540 Watercourse Road, owned by Sundown Pastoral Co Pty Ltd; and 

• 833 Goonal Road, owned by ACN 000 029 747 Pty Ltd 

 

An owner’s consent form for Sundown Pastoral Pty was previously provided for the original Development 

Application, this will therefore cover the proposed amendment. An owner’s consent form for ACN 000 

029 747 Pty Ltd has been uploaded to the Planning Portal and is also included as Appendix 1. 

 

The proposed property access is the main Keytah Property access from the Goonal Road and is the formal 

access to the Keytah office and homestead facilities. 

 

Figures 2 and 3 below show the condition of the existing property access. The access is partially bitumen 

sealed at present. 

 

  
Figure 2: Looking at the Keytah property entrance    Figure 3: Keytah property access, looking west  

from Goonal Rd                                                                   along the Goonal Rd 

 

 

It is noted that about 90% of existing traffic into and out of the Keytah property approaches the access 

from the north-east. This has resulted in a ‘seagull’ effect over time, partly due to the presence of a 

mailbox to the south-west. The intersection now has an auxiliary left turn lane for outgoing vehicles. 

 

A ‘seagull’ is a particular form of channelised layout that is suitable for T-intersections and the preferred 
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seagull treatment is shown in 3 below, which corresponds to Figure A 11 on Page 103 of Austroads’ Guide 

to Road Design Part 4: Intersections and Crossings – General (2006).  

 

 
Figure 3: Preferred rural seagull layout (right side merge) 

 

As previously stated, Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 4, Section 7.2.3 states that “At locations where 

there is a high demand for articulated vehicles (e.g. timber mill, quarry, transport facility) a road 

intersection layout should be adopted.” This property access is not specified as requiring a “road 

intersection layout” based on the above. As such, Austroads “rural property access”, detailed in Figure 7.2 

(Page 41) of Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 4 (refer to Figure 4 below), is suitable for the 

intersection’s current and future use.  

 

LIDAR imagery of the property access intersection dating from 2021 is shown in Figure 5 below, with the 

minimum layout for a rural property access (per Austroads standards) shown in green. Despite the 

presence of a seagull layout as discussed above, the Keytah property access presently clearly meets the 

rural property access requirements and no upgrade is required. 

 

It is re-iterated that it is only proposed to use the access in dry weather and that the access would only 

be used during the brief construction period of the solar farm, which is expected to last between 10-12 

weeks.  
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Figure 4: Rural Property Access standard requirements 



21-367 Wathagar Solar Farm 2 May 2022 Wathagar Solar Farm Property Access 

SMK 
CONSULTANTS   Page 5 of 7 

 
Figure 5: Austroads rural access layout superimposed on 2021 aerial imagery.(also included as 

Appendix 2) 

 

 

Regards, 

Marie Duffy 
Environmental Consultant B.Sc. M.Sc. 

SMK 

CONSULTANTS 
surveying – irrigation – environmental 
39 Frome Street | PO Box 774 

Moree NSW 2400 

T: (02) 6752 1021 | F: (02) 6752 5070 

E: marie@smk.com.au | W: www.smk.com.au 

The information contained in this document is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential and/or legally privileged 
material. If you have received this document in error please notify SMK Consultants Pty. Ltd., telephone 02 6752 1021 and destroy all copies of 
this document together with any attachments. Opinions contained in this document do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SMK Consultants 
Pty. Ltd. 
 

 

 

mailto:marie@smk.com.au
http://www.smk.com.au/
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APPENDIX 1: ACN 000 029 747 PTY LTD OWNER’S CONSENT FORM 
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APPENDIX 2: AUSTROADS RURAL ACCESS LAYOUT ON AERIAL IMAGERY 
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AUSTROADS FIGURE 7.2 LAYOUT 
Note: This rural property access treatment may be used where articulated vehicles:
• do not use the driveway on single and dual carriageway roads
• infrequently use the driveway on two-lane two-way roads that have an AADT < 2000.
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